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Specialist pensions provider celebrates growth as it opens its 500th SSAS 

Bespoke pensions provider Wolanski & Co. Trustees Limited, now part of the Alliance Trust Savings Group (ATS), has celebrated the opening of its 500th SSAS, after two years of rapid expansion for its professional pensions service. 

As the 500th SSAS was introduced by Simon Bonnett at FW Stephens Financial Limited, Wolanski & Co. Trustees has presented him with a bottle of champagne to mark the milestone. 

“Last year, the number of SSASs introduced to us increased by  40%,” commented Ian Dawson, Head of Business Development at ATS Group.“We remain convinced of the lasting advantages of SSASs that allow people to invest in the assets they choose and have greater control over their investments.” 

Dawson added, “Although there has been a lot of attention focused on SIPPs ahead of A-Day, there is still plenty of room for SSASs, which have unique advantages such as being able to lend back to the company. We’ve seen an increase in the number of SSASs being opened with us at a time when advisers and clients are looking for investment control along with support from an expert pensions team.”

Bonnett, the professional adviser who arranged for the new SSAS, said, “I chose Wolanski because of the personal service I receive. Technical support is always at hand, and the administration is very efficient“

Small self-administered schemes (SSAS) are particularly suitable pension schemes for directors of private companies because the pension fund can, within limits, be self-invested, that is lent back to the company and used to purchase its premises. Also, the company's directors can be appointed as trustees of the scheme and in that capacity they can control the scheme's investments. SSASs also incorporate the maximum flexibility permitted by the HM Revenue & Customs over contributions, benefits and investments

Wolanski & Co. Trustees Limited, has been providing SSASs since 1985. The company, one of the market’s leading providers of SSASs and SIPPs, is known for its flat rate set-up and annual plan administration charges and for providing expert specialist support for professional advisers. 

Notes to editors 

1. Wolanski & Co. Trustees Limited is a part of ATS and continues to operate its own SIPP and SSAS schemes. Wolanski and Co. Trustees Limited (WACT)  provides high-quality administration services for over 3,700 SIPPs and 500 SSASs. 

2. Alliance Trust Savings (ATS) is a financial services company that offers ISAs, PEPs, SIPPs and Investment Plans, including First Steps, a plan for investing for children. ATS administers around £1.7bn of assets on behalf of nearly 36,000 customers (as at 31 October 2005).

3. ATS is owned by two leading UK investment trusts, The Alliance Trust PLC and The Second Alliance Trust PLC, which between them own and manage £2.6bn of assets (as at 31 December 2005) that they invest worldwide. Alliance Trust and Second Alliance Trust are FTSE-250 companies.

4. Together ATS and WACT rank in the top five SIPP providers by number of plans, according to a survey by Money Management in December 2005, which was based on information supplied by companies. 
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